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FRIENDS OF WOLSTONBURY – BIRD WALK 26th MAY 2012
The walk was led by Phil Clay from Steyning, an experienced and very knowledgeable bird enthusiast, Phil volunteers for the British Trust for Ornithology, and has a fantastic ear for identifying birds from their song.
The following people attended to walk:-

Phil Clay

Neil Milton

Fred Maillardet

Margaret Maillardet

David Tester

Richard Burrows

Hilary Pulham

Steve Witts

Sarah Witts

Sophie Witts

The walk started from the bend on New Way Lane at 7 am on a beautifully sunny Saturday morning, with a clear blue sky and a cooling easterly wind up on the top. While identifying birds by their song and by sight, Phil gave a very interesting commentary on the identified birds throughout the walk. 
We walked west along the bridleway and identified the following birds (by song and/or by sight):-
Black cap (1)

A Greater Spotted Woodpecker (2) flew overhead
Chiffchaff (3)

Chaffinch (4)

Dunnock (Hedge Sparrow) (5)

Herring Gull (6)

Wood Pigeon (7)

Song Thrush (8)

Rook (9)

We also spotted an owl box on a beech tree on the nortern edge of the wood at the foot of the hill

Wren (10)

Whitethroat (11)

Swallows (12) flying over the farm

A Cock (13) crowing on the farm

We then walked up into the wood and turned left to climb gradually through through the wood up to the open North West side of the hill. In the woods we heard more of the above birds plus

Robin (14)

Goldcrest (15)

There was noticeably less bird song in the beech wood, possibly due to birds busy sitting on eggs in nests with less time for territorial disputes. We also saw a number of dead beech tree stumps with obvious signs of woodpecker holes.

Out in the open North West side of the hill, we saw/heard:-

Kestrel (16) swopping

Skylarks (17)

Jackdaw (18)

Magpie (19)

Long tailed tit (20)

More Herring Gulls
More Song Thrush (they like eating the snails on the chalk !)
More Goldcrest (they like yew trees)

Walking south along the bridleway past the old quarry towards the dew pond in Wellcombe Bottom we saw/heard:-

We saw/heard several Yellowhammers (21) in the top of bushes/hedges along the bridleway. These Buntings feed on seeds, but feed their young on caterpillars as they are more digestible.
Blue tits
Buzzard (22) being chased/buzzed by a Kestrel

Carrion Crow (23)

Blackbird (24)

Green Woodpecker (25)

By the dew pond we heard/saw a Meadow Pipit (26)
From the dew pond we looped around the chalk track up to the crossroads near the Three Greys and saw/heard:-
Linnets (27)

A Rook flying with a piece of rabbit in its beak

More Chiffchaffs (these are warblers who sing in the tops of trees)

From the crossroads near the Three Greys we walked up to the top of the hill, and saw/heard:-

Swallows and Skylarks swooping

A pair of Gold Finches (28), one of which we watched feeding on the ground (probably dandelion seeds, and probably why we have gold finches in our garden!!!)

Linnets on the fence

We also saw a Meadow Pipit, with its stripy breast, initially on a fence, then climbing into the sky with frantically flapping wings, then swopping spectacularly to the ground in a parachute glide.
On the top of the hill we saw/heard:-
Lots of Skylarks

A group of four Swifts (29)

A number of Rooks

Phil was surprised not to see any Whitethroats on the top, but we then walked down the west side of the hill and saw/heard:-
Whitethroats in some bushes

We heard a Lesser Whitethroat (30) in the brambles and hawthorn scrub on the west side of the hill. This bird is an interesting bird that emigrates via Israel/Egypt to East Africa.

We also saw a Green Woodpecker
We then walked around the steep open north face of the hill and saw/heard:-

Lesser black-backed gull (31)

More Whitethroats
A Green Finch (32) in the top of a large sycamore tree
Great tit (33) in the elderberry trees on the woodland fringe

We also found a Man Orchid beside the path on the north face, as well as a few spotted orchid leaves/plants.

We then walked down through the woods and saw/heard:-

Carrion Crow

Buzzard swooping on the top of the hill

A Tree Creeper (34)

We also heard a number of baby birds squeaking in the woods and Peacocks (35) honking from the direction of Danny.
And so back to the cars in New Way Lane after a fantastic walk in beautiful weather. Very many thanks to Phil for opening our eyes to the amazing diversity of bird life (35 different species?!) on the hill and showing us yet another aspect of what makes Wolstonbury Hill a very special place.

Steve Witts
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